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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



Applicants hereby notify the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the 



documents (copies attached) listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 which the 
Examiner may deem relevant to patentability of the claims of the above-identified 
application. Each of the listed documents was cited in a Japanese office action (copy 
attached) generated in connection with a corresponding Japanese application. An 
English translation of the Japanese office action is also attached. 



The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after issuance of 



final rejection and, therefore, Applicant is submitting herewith a check including the fee 
of $180.00 due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p). 



The undersigned certifies that each of the documents listed on the attached 



Form PTO-1449 was cited in a communication from the Japanese Patent Office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. * / J 



CROWELL & MORING LLP 
P.O. Box 14300 
Washington, D.C. 20044-4300 
Telephone No.: (202) 624-2500 
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Applicants 

Antonio Braiato et al 



Filing Date 
November 30, 2001 



Group Art Unit 
3683 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initial 



Document Number 



Date 



Name 



Class 



Sub- 
Class 



Filing Date 
(if appropriate) 



AA 



AB 



AC 



AD 



AE 



AF 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Document 



Date 



Country- 



Class 



Sub- 
class 



Translation 
Yes I No 



AG 



3-46026 



01-1991 



Japan 



Partial 



AH 



4-7739 



01-1992 



Japan 



Partial 



AI 



62-124244 



06-1987 



Japan 



Partial 



AJ 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



AK 



Letter dated January 13, 2004, from Orion International Patent Office translating 
Office Action from Japanese Patent Office. 



AL 



AM 



Copy of Office Action from Japanese Patent Office dated December 2, 2003, with 
English translation. 



AN 



AO 



Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication. 




